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suspect his own loyalty.   His earliest biographer
states that Churchill was against Exclusion " and
told me he thought it the highest act of injus-
tice for anyone to be set aside from his inherit-
ance upon bare suppositions of intended evils."
Those who opposed Exclusion came to be known
as   Tories   and  thus  for  the  next  twenty-five
years Churchill ranked as a leading Tory.    He
went on missions to  Charles II  and to Louis
XIV, asking them to exert their influence on
James's behalf, but he also allowed himself to
be pressed by his friends at Court to keep James
away   from   Whitehall.     In   1680   and    1681
James's place of exile was shifted from Brussels
to Edinburgh, where he was appointed Royal
Commissioner and behaved with harshness and
stupidity. Churchill was careful to let it be known
that he did not approve of this conduct or of
any idea of James acting independently of White-
hall, and even went so far as to write to a friend
at Court, after a vain attempt had been made
to reconvert James to Protestantism, that, with-
out this,cc sooner or later we must be all undone."
But, by tact or dissimulation, he retained the
Duke's confidence, and when in  1682 Charles
finally outmanoeuvred the Exclusionists or Whigs,
as they were now called, James could return
to London and Churchill could claim his rewards,
a barony in the peerage of Scotland and the
combined emoluments of two regiments.

For the last three years of King Charles IPs
reign no Parliament met, no war came and
James virtually governed the country. This
was a period of profit and ease for the new